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This ist an interesting review of the Silesian music culture before the 
Second World War. This was a very rich time regarding music 
compositions and ideas intended to develop a more popular and better 
music culture. The author gives a vast picture of music traditions of Silesian 
choirs and orchestras until the year 1922. He writes a lot about the Silesian 
movement for preparing a national regeneration during the 19
th 
century. 
There were numerous people who had worked on this problem, who had 
initiated a lot of national actions and had edited Polish books, papers and 
folders (K. Miarka, J.  P. Stalmach, J. Lompa, E. Imiela, M. Wolski). 
Silesian people had participated in Polish choirs, theaters and associations. 
The Silesian national movement was connected with the catholic Church. 
Singing folk and sacred songs was a form of fight against the German 
occupation (since 1742).  has described the musical movement 
after the independence in 1922 in three parts: national education (1922-28), 
state education (1929-1933) and civic-national education (1934-1939).
There were many forms of musical education, many musical schools and 
regular concerts in Silesian towns. The centre of these concerts was the 
Silesian Musical Conservatory which was founded in 1929. Many 
significant composers worked at this school, the first one in Silesia: Witold 
Friemann, who was the foundator of the Conservatory, W  
Markiewiczówna,  Szabelski, the only pupil of Karol 
Szymanowski,  Spisak, the pupil of Nadia Boulanger in Paris (after 
1937), Faustyn Kulczycki, Marcin  The prominent musician 
Stefan Marian  was a good organizer, composer and musical 
director. He also founded his own school, the Instytut Muzyczny, in 1925. 
This book is a good guide for learning about these times, this epoch when 
there was a great influence of Karel Szymanowski and, on the other hand, 
musicians and members of associations were full of joy and exultation 
about the new independence and the new liberty.
Mateusz P  was a doctor of music education at the Silesian 
University in Cieszyn. He died 1997.
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